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the peasants are called, live in villages near to the river but usually on ground high enough, to escape the floods. Occasionally the villages are built on flat land and protected from the rising water by thick walls. In the centre of the village is an open space with the house of the sheikh or chief on one side of it.
The houses are mere huts one story high, and built of bricks made of the mud of the Nile and dried in the sun. Such bricks could only be
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used in a country where it does not rain, for a few heavy showers would soften the walls and cause them to fall. The roofs are flat and covered with a pile of cotton-stalks and other litter. There are no windows, but light and air are sometimes admitted through a few small holes. The only furniture consists of one or two mats, water-pots and cooking utensils.
When the Nile overflows its banks it brings not only water to fill the canals and reservoirs,